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early New England life, that makes " The Farmyard Club of Jotham " 
trustworthy as well as entertaining. The numerous illustrations in the 
book by well-known artists add to its value. 



13. — My Winter on the Nile among the Mummies and Moslems. By 
Charles Dudley Warner. Hartford, Conn. : American Publishing 
Company. 1876. 8vo. pp. 477. 

In the Levant. By Charles Dudley Warner. Boston : James R. 
Osgood & Co. 1877. 12mo. pp. 391. 

These two books are substantially the record of their author's tour 
through Egypt and the Holy Land. The theme itself is threadbare. 
Mr. Warner confesses that there are enough books on Egypt to dam up 
the Nile, and if that be so, we are sure that there are more than enough 
on Palestine to dam up the Jordan and build a big mole in that Dead 
Sea to which so much of our "living literature" ought to be consigned. 
Yet in the face of so sinister a fact he has made two more books on the 
ancient theme of Benjamin of Tuleda, Sandys, Maundeville, Belzoni, and 
a host of moderns, which are a positive addition to Egyptian and Syrian 
lore, not so much in the way of discovery as in clothing old acquaint- 
ances with the brilliant and charming drapery of his own sunny and 
quick-witted observations. It is evidently not possible for Mr. Warner 
to write a dull book. His pages are redolent of high spirits and abound 
in good-nature and in keen, incisive criticisms of men and countries. We 
miss, indeed, the repose and mellow ripeness of Kinglake's " Eothen," 
and of his subtler flashes of poetic genius in description, as when, for in- 
stance, ho speaks of Damascus as "lying down with her lips to her 
rivers to drink therefrom verdure and life forever." Nor is there absent 
from these books a certain restlessness and unripeness of temper, partly 
American, which are clearly defects as measured by the artistic pose 
and rest of books like "Eothen" or Warburton's " Crescent and Cross." 
If we add to this an occasional coining of questionable words like "rail- 
wayed," " canaled," and a straining after effect, especially in the direc- 
tion of the humorous, as though he were under bond and contract to 
convert his readers into chronic laughers, or possibly because of an in- 
bred drollery which is always pushing him into a merriment before 
sober things, such as Dickens shows in his "Notes on Italy," we reach 
the limit of his literary offences. The exaggerations of style, a shade 
too hortatory in places, and his over-statements, such as saying that 
" the people round Prestum appear to have had all their bones shaken 
out of them by fever and ague," or that "some Sicily oranges were sour 
enough to flavor the sea he sailed over," are evidently the fruits of the 
same temper. 
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With such abatements these books are a positive addition to litera- 
ture. The genius and culture of their author are seen on almost every 
page. Thus, while Mr. Warner makes no parade of historical lore, he 
has the happy tact to excerpt from his elders bits of rare beauty and 
history, as witness these old words of Amrou to the Khalif Omar, de- 
scriptive of Egypt, " O Commander of the Faithful ! Egypt is a com- 
pound of black earth and green plants, between a pulverized mountain 
and a red sand. Along the valley descends a river on which the bless- 
ing of the Most High reposes, both in the evening and the morning, and 
which rises and falls with the revolutions of the sun and moon. Ac- 
cording to the necessitudes of the seasons, the face of the country is 
adorned with a silver wave, a verdant emerald, and the deep yellow of 
a golden harvest." As a word-painter Mr. Warner belongs to the Pre- 
raphaelites, as witness this very minute and exact description of a scene 
near Jaffa : " In the fields the brown husbandmen are ploughing, turning 
up the soft red earth with a rude plough drawn by cattle yoked wide 
apart. Red-legged storks, on their way, I suppose, from Egypt to their 
summer residence farther north, dot the meadows, and are too busy pick- 
ing up worms to notice our halloo." In short, here is an industrious, 
keen-sighted, and shrewd observer, who has not only gone very close 
to gathering up new things out of the old, well-worn roadway of the 
holy and historic East, but has also made old things look young and 
novel in the glamour of his ready wit and good temper. Curiously 
enough, America of late has furnished to these old lands more than her 
share of keen and able travellers, who may take rank among the best of 
literary pilgrims to the Nile land and the Jordan. The United States 
Exploring Expedition to the Dead Sea gave Europe for the first time 
exact descriptions and measurements of that singular and weird domain 
of sand and salt. Stephens's book equalled the best of its forerunners 
in its vivacity and picturesqueness. Thompson and Robinson cast new 
light on our old Bible, and Curtis, best beloved of Howadj is, illumined 
the ways he passed over with the light of his bright and graceful style. 
Among these pilgrims to the sunrise Mr. Warner has, fairly earned the 
right to take his place. 



14. — Index to the Atlantic Monthly. Volumes I. -XXXVI. (1857- 
1876.) Boston : H. 0. Houghton & Co. 1877. 8vo. pp. 106. 

So much of the best literary work finds its way into the current maga- 
zines that the Index to the contents of one like the " Atlantic," from its 
beginning in 1857 to the close of 1876, revealing the authorship of im- 



